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SUBJ: WEST BANK - ANWAR NUSEIBEH'S VIEWS 

1 . WEST BANK NOTABLE ANWAR NUSEIBEH ASKED ME TO CALL AT 
HIS HOME MARCH 8. OSTENSIBLE REASON WAS TO DISCUSS UPCOMING 
VISIT OF BUISNESS LEADERS SPONSORED BY TIME INC.; REAL REASON 
WAS TO BE BRIEPED ON ATHERTON MISSION. 

2. 1 GAVE NUSEIBEH AN ACCOUNT ALONG THE LINES OF ATHERTON'S 
BACKGROUNDERS OF THE PREVIOUS DAY. HE LISTENED INTENTLY 
AND COMMENTED ON POLLOWING TOPICS: 

3. DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. WHY, NUSEIBEH ASKED, WAS 
SO MUCH EFPORT BEING EXPENDED ON A DECLARATION OP GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES WHEN ALL THAT WAS NEEDED WAS IMPLEMENTATION OP 
RESOLUTION 242? I SAID OBJECT OP CURRENT EXERCISE WAS TO 
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TAKE US BEYOND 242 AND, FRANKLY, I WAS SURPRISED TO 
HEAR HIM, OF ALL PEOPLE, IMPLY 242 ADEQUATE ON 
PALESTINIAN ISSUE. NUSEIBEH ARGUED STRONGLY THAT WITH- 
DRAWAL PROVISION TOOK CARE OP WEST BANK/GAZA AND REFUGEE 
PARAGRAPH TOOK CARE OP PALESTINIANS IN DIASPORA. I 
TOLD HIM BLUNTLY IT UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT ISRAELIS TO 
ACCEPT TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AND UNLETTERED SEEP DETERMIN- 
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ATION. PRESENT DIPLOMATIC PHASE WAS EFEORT TO ACHIEVE 
MEASURE OF AGREEMENT ON OUTSTANDING CORE ISSUES OE 
WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIANS WHICH WOULD THEN PERMIT 
DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. WITH SURPRISING BITTERNESS, NUSEIBEH RHETORICALLY ASKED 
IE ISRAELIS WERE INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATIONS OR WERE 

THEY INTENT, WITH U.S. SUPPORT, ON IMPOSING THTF.R 

WILL ON ARABS? IT WOULD NOT BE EIRST TIME IN HISTORY 

A VICTOR HAD DONE SO, BUT RESULTING SITUATION WOULD 

NOT ENDURE. I STRESSED ISRAEL, EGYPT AND U.S. ALL 

STRIVING EOR A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT AND DIEEIC- 

ULTIES CURRENTLY BEING ENCOUNTERED REELECTED THE FACT 

KEY ISSUES WERE BEING ADDRESSED MEANINGEULLY EOR THE EIRST TIME. 

5. NUSEIBEH SAID SADAT AND HUSSEIN WERE CORRECT 
IN REEUSING TO DISCUSS WEST BANK/GAZA. BOTH WERE 
GOVERNED BY RABAT DECISION WHICH GAVE PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATION MANDATE ONLY TO PLO. I COUNTERED THAT 
RABAT DECISION, LIKE EARLIER KHARTOUM DECLARATION, HAD 
BEEN OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS. IF AGREEMENT COULD BE 
ACHIEVED ON DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND ON GUIDELINES 
EOR WEST BANK/GAZA, THIS COULD PAVE THE WAY EOR WIDER 
NEGOTIATIONS, HOPEEULLY INCLUDING HUSSEIN AND SOME BONA EIDE 
WEST BANK/GAZAN REPRESENTATIVES. NUSEIBEH DID NOT 
CONTEST THIS POINT. 
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6. NUSEIBEH WAS CRITICAL OE SADAT'S TACTICS. HE 
THOUGHT LATTER SHOULD BE MENDING FENCES WITH HIS 
ARAB BRETHERN THROUGH SPECIAL EMISSARIES. SADAT, HE 
SAID, GAVE IMPRESSION OE ARROGANCE. SADAT SEEMED TO 
EEEL HE HAD BACKING OE SAUDIS AND THE U.S. AND THERE- 
EORE DID NOT NEED TO BOTHER ABOUT OTHER ARAB OPINION. 

I SAID I HAD IMPRESSION SADAT WAS VERY SENSITIVE TO 
ARAB OPINION. IT COULD BE THAT FOR ONE REASON OR 
ANOTHER HE HAD BECOME IMPATIENT WITH PACE OE GENEVA 
PREPARATIONS AND THAT THIS, RATHER THAN ANY INSENSI- 
TIVITY TO ARAB OPINION, HAD LED TO HIS 

INITIATIVE. 

7. COMMENT: NUSEIBEH IS PRO-HUSSEIN. NORMALLY HE 

IS URBANE IN DEMEANOR AND MEASURED IN HIS JUDGEMENTS. HIS OUT- 
BURST ON THIS OCCASION PROBABLY REELECTS ERUSTRATION 
AND UNEASINESS OVER WHAT HE PERCEIVES TO BE THE 
HARDENING OE BEGIN S POSITION ON THE WEST BANK/PALESTINIAN 
ISSUES. HE LIT UP ONCE WHEN DISCUSSING THE POSSIBILITY 
WEIZMAN MIGHT REPLACE BEGIN AND THEN RELAPSED WITH 
OBSERVATION "CONCERNING THE WEST BANK, WEIZMAN IS AS 
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BAD AS BEGIN." 
NEWLIN 
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